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THE SOURCES OF HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE  

OF PRIMARY SHOOL STUDENTS  

IN LOWER SILESIAN VOIVODESHIP 

 

Teaching history fulfils a special role in shaping students' personality and awareness. 

This view requires the need for actions to overhaul the education of history at schools to make 

this system more open. The implementation of the model based on presenting different views, 

phenomena, people and events requires understanding and approving activities on the side of 

teachers. Thus the knowledge of curriculums, school books and historical sources becomes 

paramount for teachers. The ongoing changes demand research to outline and create appropriate 

relations between the school knowledge and the one acquired beyond it, including skills and 

attitudes taken from family home, environment and school. Taking into consideration changes 

happening in socio-cultural life as well as changes in the educational model, it's worthwhile to 

ask a question; what sources of knowledge do primary school students use to learn history ? 

The attempt to answer this question is the main purpose of this research. 

The background behind undertaking the task of empirical research of widely known 

matter of historical knowledge among primary school students from Lower Silesia is the 

perspective of the author as a history teacher in primary school. The analysis of the subject 

matter literature reveals the lack of up-to-date materials. The research concerning the historical 

awereness of youth was carried out many years ago, very often in completely different social, 

cultural and political conditions. Therefore there is a clear need of another identification of the 

sources of historical knowledge among the school children to enable undertaking activities 

aiming at enhancing the commitment of students in learning history at the same time enlarging 

their level of historical knowledge and awareness. 

The main purpose of the research was identifying the historical knowledge sources, 

methods of teaching and didactic resources preferred by the youth. This is the key information 

enabling the analysis of their influence on the quality of learning process. It also allows to 

understand the motivation and interests of students which , in turn, helps to teach them how to 

manage their motivation for learning. The data gathered during the research may allow for 

better recognition of the factors supporting and hindering the learning process. Thanks to this, 

the teacher will be able to modify his behaviour patterns and extend the scope of his techniques 



2 
 

so that they could stimulate students' passion and enthusiasm for learning. The influence of this 

data will be positive as far as the quality and efficiency of history teaching goes. It will enable 

reaching the goals set by the historical education, as well as create the competence neccessary 

for a respectful and worthy life in the contemporary world at the same time supporting the 

realisation of the core curriculum which is one of the formal requirements expected from the 

primary school teacher. 

The program of research was focused on two main areas: school environment and 

extracurricular  environment. The first part aimed at defining the influence of space and tools 

that schools have to offer on the level and quality of history teaching at shcools. There was an 

attempt of analysisng the contents transfered during the lessons (based on the core curriculum  

and the course book) and recognizing the influence of teachers, their competence, commitment, 

methods and didactic resources on the quality and effectiveness of learning and teaching 

process. One of the elements of research was the correlations between other school subjects 

(math, science, Polish language, technical activities as well as arts). Another element of the 

research was to determine what influence on the historical knowledge have the extracurricular  

factors such as hobby clubs (special-interests groups), competitions, social and community 

projects. 

The second layer of research concerned the identification of the historical knowledge 

sources from the extracurricular environment. In this part of the research it was attempted to 

estimate the influence on the historical knowledge of the family environment, peer group 

(icluding the participation in the non government organisations), mass media (internet, books, 

computer games ) as well as the institutions of culture (museums, exhibitions) and their 

educational offer. 

The first chapter of this thesis was dedicated to describing the sources of the historical 

knowledge in didactic research papers. The subjest of analysis was the evolution of the 

definition of the historical source (and accopmanying it divisions and classifications) 

throughout the span of time since the positivism until  the present. The topic is complex because 

the methodology of history does not have one widely recognizable definition of historical 

source. Moreover, the definition is subject to semantic modification if researched within the 

scope of  didactics. This aspect was described in the third part of this chapter. 

Jerzy Maternicki in "Historical Education of the Youth" wrote about the need for 

reflection about the aims of historical education. He claimed that every ambitious teacher faces 

"the need for an individual inspection of the long term aims of historical education, creating 
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your own, proprietary "theology" of historical teaching"1. Without an individual, independent 

look at the aims of historical education at schools, it is impossible to create  

a proprietary curriculum of a given subject. Taking the above into account and using the 

literature of the subject, the author of this thesis as a teacher with numerous years of experience 

in a primary school undertook the attempt of defining the aims and competeneces of 

comtemporary historical education which should be embraced in order for it to win  

a deserved place in the hearts and minds of students. 

This is the key piece of the thesis as it became a point of reference and verification for 

all following analysis and conclusions. This chapter ends with a look at the definition, 

classification, and the role of historical sources in the didactic process. It was necessary as the 

definition of a historical source in the context of historical education at schools requires 

clarification and a simpler classification. 

The second chapter has a methodological character. It outlined the aim and the subject 

of the individual, proprietary  research which is identification of the sources of historical 

knowledge, teaching methods and didactic means preferred by the students. It deals with 

questions and research hypothesis as well as shows the methods and research techniques, 

purposefullness of reponders' groups choice, research area and their characteristics.  

The research carried out among students since 2015 aimed at answering the identified research 

questions and also explaining a number of other issues connected to sources of historical 

knowledge which was presented in the next parts of this thesis. 

The next, third chapter was dedicated to the analysis of the present core curriculum and 

the officially approved school course books in the light of the competence and aims of the 

school historical education. The core curriculum is the base for the course book and the lessons 

- the main sources of primary school students' historical knowledge - The core curriculum is 

the   factor defining the contents conveyed through the course books, it also influences the ways 

in which knowledge is delivered to a great extent. The last educational reform and changes in 

the curriculum triggered a widespread public debate, main postulates of which were presented 

in this chapter. The aim of the analysis was to comprehend to what extent the present primary 

schools curriculum allows to achieve historical education goals and build compteneces defined 

in the first chapter, whether it was created to meet the demands of our times - the world of new 

media and technology, new social practices, local and global challenges and whether it meets 

                                                           
1 J. Maternicki, Edukacja historyczna młodzieży. Problemy i kontrowersje u progu XXI wieku, Toruń 1998, s. 10. 
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the needs of teachers and students alike. Primary school history course books (grade 4-8) were 

also examined here. 

Chapters 4 and 5 present the results of the research concerning the identification of 

didactic means and methods preferred by the students and used during lessons as well as during 

extracurricular sources of historical knowledge and the conclusions concerning the extent to 

which they influence the proces of learning and teching history.  Another element which was 

examined was the inter-subject correlation and its influence on the condition of students' 

historical knowledge. The fifth chapter was dedicated to the presentation of the results of 

research concerning the identification of extracurricular sources of historical education and 

their role in teaching the historical contents. There are three areas in the extracurricular circles 

of information that have been isolated and examined: family environment and the student's 

family, peer group and mass media. 

The last part of the thesis is the summary of the carried out research. It contains 

conclusions and postulates generated in the course of examining the issue and recommendations 

of implementing them into school life practice. The last part also includes the presentation of 

lterature that was used and the research instrument (surveys, polls) as well as the results of the 

work in the form of charts, tables (annexes) where detailed various grade students' answers and 

opinions  were presented. The last element is the statisctical calculations that allowed to present 

the results of empirical research in this thesis. 

 

 

 


